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Remarks by Japanese Ambassador, Eiichi Kawahara, at the conferment of the Head
of Japanese Mission Award to Dr. Glenda Martinez, President of AGUABEJA

Hon. Minister of Energy and Mining,

Hon. Secretary of SEGEPIlan
Dear Friends from the Press

Good afternoon everybody

Thank you for your kind attendance at today s ceremony.

I am extremely happy to announce this year award of Japanese head of mission to Dr.
Glenda Martinez for her long time dedicated efforts to improve life of the rural people
in this country.

15 2 Glenda is an excellent coordinator and initiator.

After graduating medical department of USAC as a
doctor, Glenda went to Japan for post graduate
studies in Nagasaki University.  Glenda spent 6
years in Japan.

 When she came back, Glena opened a new
community clinic at el Progresso department to improve health of local community
people.

Glenda joined JICA office here, which is Japanese government cooperation
implementing organ in Guatemala. She worked 15 years for JICA.

She had shown excellence in coordinating with ministries and institution to
implement Japanese assistance program activities.

One of the activities she likes to do most is improving life of the people in rural areas,
by introducing and disseminating the spirit and ideas of Japanese experience.
She has been working this area of activities for many years.

After retiring JICA, Glenda has been engaging in this activity, “Seikatsu Kaizen”, in
rural areas by good coordination with universities, colleges and municipalities.



Almost every month Glenda goes country side to lead this mission.

This year, our embassy jointly hosted “Japan week” with University of Rafael
Landivar headquarters and Quetzal Tenango campus. Dr. Glenda made superb
presentations on “Seikatsu Kaizen”, or mejoramient de \Vida.

Glenda is very talented person.

She sang with beautiful voice Japanese pop music.

She has started teaching Japanese for students of Rafael Landival University based
on the wishes of the university. | am sure her Japanese class is very popular among
the students because of her very interactive teaching method.

Today, | am very happy with members of AGUABEJA and
other eminent guests to celebrate this award presentation for
Dra.Glenda Mratinez.

I am also grateful for the kind presence of the minister of
energy and mining, and the Secretary of SEGEPIan. They
are also former trainees, who went to Japan to have special
trainings by invitation.

Congratulations and thank you again to Dr. Marinez for
your tireless efforts in deepening friendship between Japan
and Guatemala.

Thank you
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